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Dollars from Digital

Kodak goes for the gold
with 300-year Preservation CDs

Jerry O'Neill

with the surge of interest in
serapbooking and genealogy. consumers are
starting to worry how long their digital
photos will last” Good! Because that's a valid
concern

Many dealers are advising customers that
making piants of their key photos 15 a good
idea, and T agree completely But although
pruits are terrific, digital photographers will
also want to store their actual digital data,
thewr JPEGs and RAW s and TIFFs. For many
of them. archiving onto writable CDs or
DVDs has become standard - even thouglt
they worry about the fiagility of those disks T
know sone pro photogtaphers who for safety
make THREE
copies of each of
their archive CDs
and DVDs

Regular CDs
and DVDs can.
casily be
damaged by
sunlight, heat,
and moisture.

But Kodak is
backiin the "gold
CD" business
with witable
CDsand DVDs,
called Kodak
Preservation
CDsand DVDs
They come from KMP Media LLC of
Rochester, New York. located just across the
street from Kodak headquarters, and "KNP"
actually stands for Kodak Media Products -
but KMP s a separate company. (KMP's
products also inelude Kodak-brand videotape
mall standard formats -- and who'd have
thought we'd see THAT again”!)

KMP says the typical "silver” C'D-R has
an average Lifespan of 5-15 vears Conpare
that with Kodak's Preservation CD-R. with "a
useful storage life of 300 vears due to
karat gold reflectrve layer. highest quality

mhalocwnme dye.and tuple protective
layers. The Kodalk 24 Karat Gold
Preservation CD-R is the longest-life, s
CD-R..."

"Kodak Preservation CDs have been
tested under Light and accelerated aging to
preserve data, photos and docments up to
300 years with proper handling. Kodak
Preservation DVDs have been tested to
preserve data, photos and docunients $0-100
ears with proper handling "

KNP presudent Steve Mizelle, formerly a
longtime Kodak employee, told PIR about
the virtues and problems of silver CDs, so
called because the reflective layer is silver

"The silver CD i a great imvention. It
allows people to store 700 MB of data. S0
mutes worth of music on.a CD. It a great
transitional medruan, to move data and iages
and video from ane place to another. But
there's a pretty good body of evidence out
there. from a latze number of sonrees. that
suggest that a silver CD i¢ not an archival
type of medium. Its data will go away at
some pout. There are some really good silver
CDs out there. but there's a Imge diversity in
the quality of silver CDs "
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“That zaises the question, for me, would
you want 1o store your valuable data - v
At pictuces of your kids, their
their bixthday s, those
things. on a silver (D"

s ave even better than the company”
zold Ultima 80 wiitable CDs back in the
0. "Without question it was the finest D
on the market at the time. It was an alloy
product - the reflective layer was 4 percent
gold and 96 percent silver. and that alloy
was a very stable reflective layer. It didn't
tariuish -- there were a lat of fests done on it,
and T thitk some of the tests were saying it
would be good for
somewhere between
150 and 180 vears "
Back theu. the
alloy was used to get
adequate reflectraty
But there's been a
lot of research since
then i coating gold
surfaces with more
retlectivit
today's Kodak
Preservation C]
and DVDs the
retlective La
100 percent .
old. not an alloy
"The reflectivity may
be just a faction less than some silver C
and s equal fo ox better thas other sier

o

"md will not tarnish, so the tarnishing
prablem of the slver CD goes away. And by
wsing really good dye, Phthalocvanine. you
get away from the problems of the dye
fading and being ravaged by our
environment Like the problems silver CDs
‘e inexpensive dyes hav:
and azo dyes. whuch are much I
peumanent than Phthalocyanine
of seratching and
sical damage, with Preservation CDs and
DVDs. "On top of the dye layer and the 100
percent 24 karat zold reflective layer, we
also have three lvers of protection that we.
put tnto that disk. And if you nse a diamond
stylus pressure test, the zold CD will take up
ta 275 mams of pressure, so you're less
likely to get something like this happening"
- and with that he made a L’uge SCRATCH!
across the surface of a silver CD

“T'm a big fan of media. of courge.
because I sell it And T don't want to be
Chicken Little saying the sky is falling, but
peaple need to understand that
DVDs are VERY robust in many %
very fragile in others. You just have to
wnderstand the anual " Q

Ifall this sounds interesting to vou. check it
out arssise kmpredia. com kodiak-gold Il
To foid our spectfically about KMP's
distributors. go fo

i v Rnpnedica. com gold-aisa-chstribu
fors himl,





